
Rivendell Community 
 Fall 2011                 Volume 1  

365 E 372 Road    Dunnegan Missouri 65640 
www.rivendellcommunity.org 

 

 General Chapter 2011 
 

     Our General Chapter meeting was held this 
year from May 26 through the 30th at the 
Motherhouse in Dunnegan.  
    Patty Minx entered her first year of novitiate 
and Barbi Click, Deb Wheeler and Margy Mattlin 
took final vows as full Companions.   
    We were delighted to have our Episcopal 
Visitor, the Rt Rev. Barry R. Howe and his wife, 
Mary, with us on Sunday to celebrate the 
Eucharist and enjoy the afternoon with us.  
    Members who live òoffó, that is, not close to a 
chapter, asked to form an official chapter which 
would meet on a regular basis electronically.  
This was enthusiastically approved by all.  The 
new chapter is named Lorien.  Donna McNeil was 
appointed Companion in Charge and Elizabeth 
Dowell is recording secretary.   
  

Retreats at the Motherhouse 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

       
The Motherhouse continues to have a full house 
nearly every weekend.  The Contemplative 
Mandala retreat in August was a great success.  
    The second weekend of each month we host the 
seminary alternative school, George Herbert 
Institute for the Diocese of West Missouri.   
    We also have many requests from individuals 
and groups, many of them not Episcopalian, 
wanting to come for a week or a few days.  
    Upcoming retreats that we are sponsoring 
include: 
Praying the Psalms, October 28 & 29 
The Psalter has been the prayer book/hymnal of 
the Jewish/Christian people for at least two and a 
half millennia. The Psalms have furnished the 
basic daily sustenance of prayer for untold 
millions of people. They can serve as a powerful 
link with the mind of Jesus, and with the faithful 
in all places and times, past and future. How can 
we deepen our prayer with the Psalms? And how 
about those which strike us as self-congratulatory 
and, worse, what do we make of the imprecatory 
Psalms?  
Continued on page 4 

Deacon Patty Minx, Bishop Howe, Deacon Margy Mattlin 

Mandala Retreat in August 



NAECC Meeting 2011 
 

     The annual meeting of the National Association of 
Episcopal Christian Communities (NAECC) was held at 
Community of Celebration in Aliquippa PA this past 
September 15-17.  Our Companions Lisa Inman and 
Joanne Rhea attended to represent Rivendell.  
       A large number of Communities were represented this 
year and a great deal of progress was made on the set 
goals, which are to communicate with the House of 
Bishopõs Committee on Religious Life, help new 
communities with their formation, and  provide seekers 
with information about each Community.  
      We give our grateful thanks to Community of 
Celebration for hosting the meeting this year.  

Peacemakers Youth Ministry at 
Caritas Village  Memphis TN 

 
Motto:  I am a Peacemaker.  I am loving, kind and 
gentle. I am patient, faithful, and joyful. I am 
generous and full of self-control. 
    The Peacemakers program is in its fourth year at 
Caritas Village.  The curriculum was developed 
around the work and inspiration of Kelly Guinanõs 
books. The group has grown to an enrollment of 26 
children of diverse backgrounds who are working 
together to òmake a difference.ó  This year our theme 
is: òI Can Make a Difference,ó  using a book of the 
same title edited by Marian Wright Edleman. 
    The Peacemakers (K-5th) gather Tuesdays and 
Thursdays after school from 3-5pm to learn and 
practice peacemaking skills through creative 
expression and interaction.  The goals of the program 
are to: nurture peacemaking, provide nutritious 
snacks, provide a òsafe haven,ó and provide a place of 
joy and creativity allowing the children to express 
themselves artistically while learning their God-
given potential to change the world for good.   
    Peacemaking is nurtured through the emphasis of 
four themes: Peace for Me - helps children discover 
the wonder and beauty within themselves, where 
peace begins with a smile, and includes healthy 
activities to feed body, mind and spirit.  Peace for Us 
- explores daily relationships, stressing cooperation, 
conflict resolution and communication. Peace for 
Everyone - encourages justice and the possibilities 
for peace within and among groups of diverse 
people.  This year weõll collect pennies for Nets for 
Life. There are weeks for òI am your neighboró and 
òacts of kindness.ó  Peace for the Planet - addresses 
planetary care and appreciation (rethink, reduce, 
reuse, and recycle) including nature walks, clean-up 
the neighborhood, and planting a garden.  
    The program is currently funded by the Episcopal 
Diocese of West TN and Grace-St. Lukeõs Episcopal 
Church through Rivendell Community, and staffed by 
volunteers from various churches, the community, 
and student interns from Rhodes College.  This year 
we added senior citizens from Trezevant Manor to 
read and story tell in the Peace Corner.  This is a 
very mutual ministry.  I facilitate and am learning 

more than the children about the grace of God and 
Godõs presence in each and every person and part of 
Godõs creation.  The children are the teachers.  
Noel Schwartz, Co-Guardian Emmaus Chapter   
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